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Uncontrolled fires remain a cause of huge concern in most areas of Zimbabwe. To raise aware-
ness amongst the residents of the danger of fire, the Zimbabwe Development Democracy Trust
(ZDDT) held a meeting with the Bulawayo’s City Council’s (BCC) Fire Department at the begin-
ning of October.

ZDDT’s Provincial Development Officer, Mr. Bruce Mtengwa, met with the Fire Brigade’s Assis-
tant Divisional Officer (Fire Prevention & Administration), Mr. Jabulani Ndlovu. The negligence
of some locals, water shortages and lack of fuel were among the Department’s woes.

However, the figures Mr. Ndlovu presented were encouraging:

The Fire Brigade attended to 336 fire incidents in the 2008 /2009 municipal calendar, which
marks a significant ten percent decrease from the preceding period (373). Fatalities were also re-
duced. One death was recorded in the just ended 2008/2009 season which contrasted to seven
casualties of the previous year. This represents a eighty seven per cent improvement.

During the meeting, Mr. Ndlovu revealed the three major causes of fire, as identified by the Fire
Department, are lit materials (46%), electrical faults (23%) and deliberate arson (14%). The risk of
accidents is higher because the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority (ZESA) embarked on a
load shedding exercise. City residents have thus been forced to use gas, fire wood, coal, cow
dung and other energy substitutes for cooking which increases the risk of fire.

Mr. Ndlovu emphasized that the Department remains worried about rate payers who attempt to
extinguish fires on their own and only choose to call for rescue after their attempts have proven
fruitless. In almost all cases, the Fire Brigade has arrived after the conflagration has caused fa-
talities, injury or consumed property.

According to Mr. Ndlovu, the Fire Department is further burdened with the fact that all its rescue
equipment has depreciated to scrap value. Frequent breakdowns of machines hinder the depart-
ment from providing an efficient service.

The information gathered during this recent meeting will be passed on by ZDDT to its Commu-
nity Action Teams (CAT), not only in order for them to be informed and on alert but also, to pass
their knowledge on to fellow residents to create a safer environment.




PAGE 2

From left to right:

Bruce Mtengwa (BYO
PDO), Jabulani
Ndlovu (Assistant Di-
visional Fire Preven-
tion Administrator),
Edward Mpofu
(Divisional Fire Pre-
vention Administra-
tor), Richard Peterson
(Chief Fire Officer)
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Shandira / Sebenzela Zimbabwe

Ward 22 Councillor Mr. Thaba P. Moyo’s representative, Mrs. Flora Mutig, led her local
Community Action Team (CAT) in a clean up at Nkulumane Hall and Clinic on 4th of
August 2009. The exercise was carried out over a period of eight days, involving many
volunteers and the CAT.

Two reasons were given for choosing the hall. Firstly, the venue is located next to the
busy Nkulumane Shopping Centre, and this ensured that the work done was highly
visible. Secondly, some unscrupulous residents were dumping litter and rubble inside
the hall premises which, as well as being unsightly, was adding to the hygiene problem
within the community. It took Bulawayo City Council (BCC) compacters several trips to
clear the rubbish outside the damaged fence. The final touch to the clean up was to re-
paint the trees and stone rockeries within the hall’s perimeter fence with “snolime”
whitewash.

One major problem that residents are most likely to face is how to maintain and keep
the hall clean. “Establishing a weekly routine for the collection of litter bins will surely
help keep the Hall clean much longer. We will certainly need to work with the city coun-
cil to ensure that our litter bins are collected”, said Mrs. Flora Mutig.

To compliment the CAT’s effort, a public notice board was put up by the City Council
after the clean up. It will help residents display their domestic advertisements and keep
all residents in the loop. A personal gesture from the City Council, which is greatly ap-
preciated by the community!

Mrs. Flora Mutig pictured in the Before and After
scenes in one area of the clean up
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Shandira / Sebenzela Zimbabwe Cont...

Luveve (Ward 15) Councillor, Mr. Israel Mabaleka, organised a clean up on 24th of Au-
gust 2009. His Community Action Team (CAT) chose areas near the local shopping cen-
tre to maximise publicity. The Housing Office and Beit Hall, situated along the busy
Luveve Road, became the centres of activity.

At least forty volunteers, most of whom were elderly women, took part. One member of
the Community Action Team (CAT) commented, “Iprogramme le siyayibonga kakhulu,
Iyenza sibambane ngoba isiletha ndawonye. (We are grateful for this programme. It
unites us because it brings us together)”.

Volunteers cleaned the Beit Hall premises to assist the caretaker in charge. Mabaleka
pointed out that, “Kuvele kulomuntu ogcina iBeit Hall, kodwa sizam’nceda ukuyitshiya
thlanzekile (Regardless of the fact that the Beit Hall has a caretaker, we will help to
clean it up)”.

Cllr. Mabaleka says his next project will be to cut the grass at the football grounds be-
cause, in addition to being unsightly, it attracts vermin and provides a dumping ground
for trash.




The Trust has set out to profile a com-
munity institution each month...

A team from the Zimbabwe Development Democracy Trust (ZDDT) visited Bartley Memorial
Block, in Bulawayo, at the beginning of October. The health facility was set up shortly after
1932, when the United Bulawayo Hospitals (UBH) was established, and caters for elderly pa-
tients who can no longer take proper care of themselves. Among the occupants is ninety one
year old M’dabuko Dube, who was born in 1918, pictured below. Another resident is a former
national rugby player who was rendered a paraplegic through injury.

Currently there are thirteen women and twenty men staying in Bartley Memorial Block which
has a capacity of 48 beds. With a total of 21 sisters, 6 State Certified Nurses and 30 staff mem-
bers, nurse aids and general hands the facility is well staffed. However, the health centre has
several immediate needs. The laundry services need urgent attention: Apart from help offered by
friends, the unit cannot provide these crucial services to the patients. In the past, linen was sent
to subcontractors for washing, but their charges have since proved too expensive. Bedding
needs to be changed on a regular basis for hygienic reasons. The mattresses are another issue
on their own...most being torn and in need of replacement. Toilet seats are broken and in some
cases there are none. A refrigerator in the staff kitchen and television in the living room, which
produces neither sound nor a picture, needs repair. The recreational facilities should also be at-
tended to as these are of significant importance, especially in a health unit.

Most of the patients are foreigners who came into the country as young adults and have no local
family. Mr. Elliot Mashingaidze, the Operations Director at UBH, has therefore been trying to
link up with the Institute of Migration (IOM). His objective is to try and facilitate the repatriation
of some patients to their countries of origin. Mr. Mashingaidze says, to keep the home operat-
ing, it is dependant on charity from the public in general, and the Friends of Bartley Memorial
Block. One recent example is the donation of blankets, mealie-meal, cooking oil, bars of soap,
beans and an urn (water boiler) by the financial firm Deloitte and Touche. They also cleaned the
grounds, repaired door handles and locks and fixed all the plates of the kitchen stove — a price-
less gesture!

Mr. Elliot Mashingaidze (Operations Director,
Candace Cope (National Admin Manager—
ZDDT) and Edinah Mlambo (Senior Sister)

Staff and patients pictured above
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