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“The SALA Six”
Some of you will know Sala, most of you won’t. For those who don’t, he has been our gardener (and general handyman) for the last 10 years. Before that he worked for Alan & Jill (my parents) for 7 years – so he is very much a part of the family. He is married to Shamiso (who also works for us) and they have a 7 year old son, Polite. Those who do know Sala will also know that a smile is never too far from his face.
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Unfortunately he hasn’t had much to smile about lately. Over the last 5 years he has lost both a brother and a sister to illness. Between them they left 6 children behind – all of whom were taken in by Sala’s elderly mother. Now she has just died and suddenly Sala has inherited 6 more dependents – with ages ranging from 3 to 16! 
Here they are – from left to right – Sithando (11), Sitandazile (13), Georgina (16), Zibele (3), Nomzikazi (9) and Ntombi (5).
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They now live alone at their rural home about 30km out of Bulawayo – Sala is only able to go and check on them at weekends. This past weekend I went out there to see how bleak their situation was. I have to say it was pretty bleak! They all live in a one-room ramshackle house and sleep in the same double-bed (see below). The bedding was hanging outside because one of the little ones had wet the bed in the night.
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They have no electricity despite it going directly past their plot (see electricity pole in background). That hut is their kitchen. The cost of getting the electricity connected to their house (with all the necessary basic fittings) will cost approximately $500.
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With no electricity they have to do all their cooking on a fire and their only lighting is from a couple of candles. Firewood is scarce in this area and on weekends the older kids go out collecting – leaving at 6am and generally getting back around noon.
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They get their water from a well – here being winched up by Georgina and her cousin. 
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Unfortunately their windmill is in serious need of repair. This is a pity because I noticed a nearby plot with a working windmill and they had an impressive veggie garden from which they sold veggies. The windmill needs a lot of work and it will cost at least $500 to get it back into good working order. If their windmill was working they would develop their own veggie garden which would be a valuable source of income (and of course veggies which Sala now buys for them weekly).
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This is the field where they normally plant their mealies. They cannot afford to hire oxen or a tractor to plough so they do as much tilling as they can by hand with hoes. If they had 2 oxen they could plough this field and several other fields that are available to them. Oxen cost about $250 each.
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Georgina is now effectively the head of the household. She has already missed 2 years of school but Sala is now trying to keep her and the other children in school. His mother had done odd jobs at the school (like cleaning and looking after the school veggie garden) and was given discounted fees as payment. The fees for all 6 of them (including a “pre-school” for the smaller ones) comes to a total of $80 per term.
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So why am I telling you all of this? Well, obviously they need help. We are trying to help them as much as possible by buying them basic groceries. But what they really need is a) electricity b) a working windmill c) two oxen to help them plough their fields and d) help with their school fees. $2000 will transform their lives dramatically for the long term.
I have no idea what response (if any) I will get from this appeal but I can tell you this – if we do receive some help it will make a REAL difference to the lives of these 6 kids. I am happy to coordinate things and of course I will record it all photographically along the way.
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In this part of the world even a little bit can go a LONG WAY! I am actually hoping that a lot of people will want to contribute a small amount. So I am sending this out to most people I know. If you think you can help in any way at all please email me – ian@blueappledesign.co.zw 
     Thanks!







